THE FUST CEKTUBY OP THE REPUBLIC               133
[4&B.C.]
grandson of that'Icilius who first instituted, and was first invested with,
Sie tribunitian power. rAppius Claudius, the chief of the decemvirs, having
seen t?iis virgin, who was now marriageable, as she was reading in a school
(for the schools stood at that tune near the Forum) he was presently capti-
vated with her beauty, and the violence of his passion forcing him often to
return to the school, his frenzy was, by this time, increased. But, finding it
impossible for him to marry her, both because she was promised to another,
and because he himself was married; and looking upon it, at the same time,
to be below him to marry into a plebeian family, and contrary to the law,
which he himself had inserted among those of 'the Twelve Tables, he first
endeavoured to corrupt her with money; and, for that purpose, was continu-
ally sending some women to her governesses (for Virginia had lost her mother)
and gave them much, and promised more. The women he sent to tempt the
governesses had orders not to acquaint them with the name of the man who
was ;n love with Virginia, but only that he was a person who had it in his
power to do good and bad offices to those he thought fit. When he found
himself unable to gain the governesses, and saw the virgin guarded even with
greater care than before, his passion was inflamed, and he resolved upon
more audacious measures. Then, sending for Marcus Claudius, who was one
of his clients, a daring man, and ready for any service, he acquainted him
with his passion i and, having instructed him what lie would liave him do
and say, he sent him away, accompanied with a band of the most profligate
men. Claudius, going to the school, seized the virgin, and attempted to lead
her away publicly tlirough the Forum; but there being an outcry, and a great
concourse of people, he was hindered from carrying the virgin to the place
he had designed, and addressed himself to a magistrate. This was Appius,
who was then sitting alone in the tribunal to hear causes, and administer
justice to those who applied for it. But, when Claudius was going to speak,
the people, who stood round the tribunal cried out and expressed their
indignation, and all desired he might stay till the relations of the virgin
were present. And Appius ordered it should be so. In a short time, PubHus
Numitorius, uncle to Virginia by her mother, a man of distinction among the
plebeians, appeared with many of his friends and relations; and, not long
after, came Lucius, to whom she had been promised by her father, accom-
panied with a strong body of young plebeians. He came to the tribunal
out of breath, and labouring for respiration, and desired to know who it was
had dared to lay hands upon a virgin, who was a Roman citizen, and what
he meant by it.
All being silent, Marcus Claudius, who had laid hold on Virginia, spoke
as follows: " I have committed neither a rash nor a violent action in rela-
tion to this virgin, Appius Claudius; but, as I am her master, I take her
according to law. I shall now inform you by what means slie is become
mine. I have a female slave, who belonged to my father, and lias served a
great many years. This slave, being with child, was engaged by the wife of
Virginius, whom she was acquainted with, and used to visit, to give her thr
child she should be brought to bed of; and, in performance of mis promise,
when delivered of this daughter, she pretended to us that she was brought to
bed of a dead child, and gave the girl to Numitoria; who, having no chil-
dren, either male, or female, took the child; and, supposing it, brought it
up. For a long time, I was ignorant of all this; but now being informed
of it, and provided with many credible witnesses, and having also ejcamined
the slave, I fly to that law, which is common to all, and determines that the
children shall belong to their mothers, not to those who suppose them; that,